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President’s Perch
THE ANTHROPOCENE EPOCH
In geological time, 5 mass extinctions have occurred. These events occurred at 60-100
million year intervals, and were truly apocalyptic. They are (1) Ordovician-Silurian
Extinction (~360 million years ago). (2) Late Devonian Extinction (~300 million years ago).
(3) Permian Extinction (~210 million years ago). This most severe extinction killed 96% of
all species. It is worth noting that all life on earth today has descended from the 4% of life
that survived the Permian extinction. (4) Triassic-Jurassic Extinction (~165 million years
ago), and (5) Cretaceous-Tertiary Extinction (66 million years ago). This extinction is well
known because it wiped out the dinosaurs and 70% of all living species simultaneously. Its
catastrophic effects were produced by a 6.8 mile wide asteroid that impacted the
Chicxulub coast of the Yucatan peninsula. Traveling at 41,000 mph, the asteroid burrowed
5.68 miles underground in < 1 second, displacing 48,000 cubic miles of sediment. The cloud
of superheated dust, ash and steam ejected from the 110 mile wide impact site ignited
wildfires, broiled the earth's surface, and enveloped the earth for several years blocking
the sunlight, interrupting photosynthesis, and affecting the entire food chain. Recovery
from the Chicxulub extinction required 10 million years, and ushered in the Cenozoic Era
(the age of mammals). Stabilization of the global environment and development of the
biosphere allowed pioneer plant and animal species to populate the earth, and laid a
foundation for the ascent of man. At the dawn of the Holocene Epoch (10,000 years ago),
humans lived among the emergent biodiversity of star species and extraordinary life forms.
They migrated and settled throughout all of earth's habitable lands. They learned to hunt,
farm, coexist, and thrive. In the past 200 years of the Holocene, human ingenuity soared,
and man became intent on being master of the planet, not the steward. He exploited
earth's natural resources with ruthless and reckless abandon. In the Smithsonian (June
2016) it was reported that from 2010-2012, ivory hunters killed an astonishing 100,000
African elephants. In 2014, poachers killed the last few western race Black Rhinos, and left
the northern race White Rhino functionally extinct with only 6 non-breeding individuals
still alive. BP and EXXON polluted our gulf and sea coast waters with catastrophic oil spills
killing untold numbers of marine animals and sea birds. The Animas River in Colorado
flowed yellow with 3 million gallons of toxic mining sludge all the way to Lake Powell in
Utah. Emissions of CO2/greenhouse gases fueled global warming, glacial melts, rising sea
levels, displacement of polar bears, acidification of ocean waters - slowing the maturation
of shellfish thus adding to the decline in stopover food sources for migratory shore birds.
It is worth noting that the rufa Red Knot is the first North American shorebird listed as
"threatened" under the endangered species act because of global warming. Their
population numbers have declined by 75% at key stopover sites. Unchecked global
warming would exacerbate the threat of extinction for 90% of North American shore birds.
There are 30,000 species on the list of endangered plants and animals due largely to
human activities such as: deforestation, development of wetlands, (continued on page 2)
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Fri. 15 July, Wine and
Cheese Social, Anita
Leight Estuary Center
Sat. 27 Aug, Annual Club
Picnic - Eden Mill Nature
Center
Sat. 10 Sep, MOS
Executive Board meeting
hosted by Baltimore
Chapter,
Cylburn
Arboretum
Sat. 17 Sep, Fall Bird
Count

mountain-top mining, loss of habitat to agriculture, pollution,
poaching, overfishing, and drowning of marine animals in fish
nets. These activities (even with good intentions) show
humans have become lethally contemptuous about lower life
forms. Industrial pressures on the earth's climate, land,
oceans and biosphere have become so great that a new
geological epoch is being considered. The Anthropocene
Epoch, would be defined by the actions of humans for an age
devoid of wildlife and star species (the 6th extinction). It
would consist almost entirely of environments that are: of, by,
and for ourselves. Alarming as that seems, there is a growing
conviction in the world of conservation and evolutionary
biology, that we are playing a global endgame.
Happy Trails,
Bob Werrlein

Summer Social Meeting July 15
Head on over to the Anita C. Leight Estuary Center in Abingdon for the club’s perennially popular Summer Social on Friday, July 15. The doors open at 6:30 for this opportunity to
chat with friends old and new about the latest happenings,
while sampling a fine selection of wine and cheeses. There
will be plenty of other munchies to enjoy from our bountiful
vegetable and fruit trays, plus snacks, desserts, and sodas.
Following the social, we will migrate downstairs for our bimonthly meeting and the always-exciting raffle, featuring
prizes donated by local merchants. The presentation will be
given by Mr. Craig Koppie and Teena Gorrow from the US

Bird Droppings
Club News?
Have news the club should know about? Births, deaths,
marriages, or any other notable events that belong in
the newsletter? Please contact Corresponding Secretary
Madeline Lovera at 443-425-3974 or email to lovebluebird206@gmail.com.
Condolences go out to Mary Trotta on the death of her
husband in April.
Congratulations go out the Jean and Dennis Kirkwood
on the birth of their second grandchild,
Jack Kirkwood Yeung who was born on
June 3rd. The parents are Dillon and
Heather Yeung.

Welcome!
A warm Harford Bird Club welcome goes out to the following new members. Thank you for joining... we look
forward to seeing you out there on our birding trips and
at our meetings!
PATTI & BILL BANKERT of BEL AIR
ELIZABETH HORN of BEL AIR

Fish and Wildlife Service. They will be talking about
“Eagle and Raptors: Up Close and Personal.”

Harford Bird Club Executive Board
President
Vice President
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
Field Trip Chairperson
Bird Count Coordinator
Dinner Reservations
Public Relations
Education Chairperson
Conservation Chair
Youth Coordinator
State Board Members
Webmaster
Wrenderings Editor

Bob Werrlein
410-692-5180
we2.rein@gmail.com
Amanda Koss
443-528-4306
amandakoss01@hotmail.com
Jane Scocca
410-272-8870
jane@scocca.org
Madeline Lovera
443-425-3974
lovebluebird206@gmail.com
Eric Vangrin
443-417-7219
evangrin@msn.com
Matt Hafner
410-971-3203
hafner.matt@gmail.com
Tom Gibson
410-734-4135
gibsonlld@aol.com
Rick Cheicante
410-803-2712
rickcheicante@cs.com
Johanne Henrickson 410-836-8889
johen24@gmail.com
Vacant
Mary Murray
410-812-6621
murraymary@gmail.com
Deborah Bowers
410-692-2708
bowerspub@hotmail.com
Ruth Bergstrom
443-752-1967
ruthb22@yahoo.com
Tom Congersky
410-658-4137
jnjtcon@zoominternet.net
Dennis Kirkwood
410-692-5905
newarkfarms@gmail.com
July
Meeting
Trivia
Question
Dick Harple
410-879-5419
dickharple@gmail.com
common Harford
County bird has never
been seen outside the 48 states?
LesWhat
Eastman
410-688-1214
les@birdtreks.com
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Harford Birdlife
by Monroe Harden
Spring migration can be the best time of year for a birder, in my opinion. We get rarities
passing through; regular visitors on their way north; and lingering winter birds all at the
same time. This report covers Harford County bird sightings from April 1 st, 2016 through May
31st, 2016.
May 27th. RB saw and heard a Red-breasted
Nuthatch near her Abingdon home on Apr
1st and 2nd. SH found 2 singing Veeries near
Laurel Brook rd on May 11th. She had a
singing Gray-cheeked Thrush in Fallston on
May 19th. TH saw 2 Hermit Thrushes at
Susquehanna State Park on May 2nd.
Warblers
AK and the Harford Glen banding team found their
second-ever Brewster’s Warbler on May 7th. SH saw and
heard a singing Tennessee Warbler in Fallston on May
19th. She also saw a Nashville Warbler in the same
general area on May 8th. TH saw one in Susquehanna
State Park on Apr 18th. SH found individual female Cape
May and Magnolia Warblers in her Fallston yard on
May 18th. TH saw a Bay-breasted Warbler in
Susquehanna State Park on May 10th. SH saw one along
Laurel Brook Rd on May 12th. TH saw 2 Cerulean
Warblers at Susquehanna State Park on Apr 25th. He
also had 8 there on May 2nd. He saw and heard one near
Eden Mill on May 19th. He did not see it when he looked
again on May 23rd. TC found a Mourning Warbler on
May 15th near the Little Gunpowder River. He also saw
several Canada Warblers there.
Grosbeaks, Bobolinks
RB had 2 male and 2 female Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks in Abingdon on May 3rd. SS saw a
male in Jarrettsville on May 3rd. FP saw a male
and 2 females near Long Bar Harbor on May
6th. BW had up to 7 in Forest Hill. He saw the last pair on
May 23rd. DL found a male Bobolink at Swan Harbor on
Apr 30th. DK had about 20 at Newark Farms on May 3rd.
Contributors
AK- Amanda Koss, BM- Barb Meserve, BW- Bob
Werrlein, CW- Colleen Webster, DK- Dennis Kirkwood,
DL- Dave Larkin, DW- Dave Webb, FB- Fred Brundick, FPFawn Palmer, GRP- Glenn-Randers-Pehrson, JC- John
Canoles, JE- Josh Emm, JS- Jane Scocca, LF- Lynn Feryus,
MJ- Mark Johnson, RB- Ruth Bergstrom, SH- Susan
Hood, SS- Susan Stiles, TC- Tim Carney, TH- Tim
Houghton

Ducks, Loons, Herons, Raptors
CW saw a late Canvasback in the Havre de Grace harbor
on May 30th. Small numbers had been seen since early
April. JE found a Red-throated Loon on the river near
Line Bridge Rd on Apr 7th. He also counted 81 Common
Loons throughout the area that day. GRP saw a Snowy
Egret at the Home Depot pond in Edgewood
on Apr 22nd. CW and JE saw 2 on Battery
Island on May 26th. TH saw a Little Blue Heron
at Susquehanna State Park on Apr 4th.
MJ found a Mississippi Kite at Susquehanna State Park
on May 4th. It was seen and photographed by several
others through May 7th. SH, BM, and LF saw one in
Fallston on May 14th. DL picked out a Northern
Goshawk flying in a thermal with several Bald Eagles
and Red-tailed Hawks over Harford Glen on Apr 24th. JE
saw a Golden Eagle near Darlington on Apr 2nd.
Rails, Gulls, Cuckoos, Nighthawks, Hummingbirds
DK found a Virginia Rail on his property at
Newark Farms on May 14th. He found it
again on May 16th along with a calling Sora.
DW and JE saw 2 Laughing Gulls in Havre de
Grace on Apr 10th. TH saw 2 Black-billed and
2 Yellow-billed Cuckoos at Susquehanna State Park on
May 2nd. SH saw 2 Common Nighthawks
flying north over Fallston at dusk on May
17th. JC saw 6 flying north over Kingsville at
about the same time that evening. RB noted
her first Ruby-throated Hummingbird of the
season at her Abingdon home on Apr 21st.
Several others also reported their first hummingbirds
that day.
Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Nuthatches, Thrushes
DK had a Red-headed Woodpecker
in the yard near his Newark Farm
home on Apr 24th. JS had one at her
feeder for the first time ever near
Aberdeen on May 12th. FB saw and
photographed
an
Olive-sided
Flycatcher in his Bel Air backyard on May 25th. MJ saw
one near the Steppingstone Museum entrance road on
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Harford Bird Club Field Trips
Field trip schedule compiled by Tom Gibson

JUNE 25 (Sat.) - HAVRE DE GRACE
KAYAK/CANOE TRIP The harbor areas of Havre
de Grace are home to a great variety of water
related species such as ducks, geese, swallows, osprey,
gulls, terns, heron and many others. Add pleasant, scenic
paddling and you have a perfect combination for a truly
enjoyable evening. Meet leaders Colleen Webster (410459-4577; cwebster@harford.edu) and Sue Procell (443417-4919; procellmd@gmail.com) at the parking lot by the
launch ramp of Tydings Park in Havre de Grace at 5:00 PM.
Bring your own craft. No rentals available.
JULY 17 (Sun.) - BOMBAY HOOK This beautiful reserve in
Delaware with its diverse coastal wetland habitats offers
great promise for a variety of shorebirds, water birds,
wading species, raptors and songbirds. Meet leader Dave
Larkin at the commuter lot near Havre de Grace on Rt.155/I
-95 at 7:30 AM (larkin3001@comcast.net; 410-569-8319).
Because of the trip length and the lack of local eateries,
bring a lunch and sufficient drink for the day.
JULY 23 (Sat.) - HUMMINGBIRD BANDING Watch from
the expansive porch of Diane Jones’s home overlooking
beautiful gardens as experienced bird bander, Bruce
Peterjohn, skillfully and delicately bands our smallest bird.
Contact Diane for details, directions and best viewing
times. (410-404-9180; diane.v.jones@ssa.gov).
JULY 30 (Sat.) - HARFORD GLEN WILDLIFE SEARCH The
Glen is always beautiful and offers diverse habitat in a
compact area. Do not miss the varied wildlife and avian
species found in this Harford County gem. Our two
experienced and knowledgeable leaders who will help you
find and appreciate the herps, insects, mammals and birds
that this exceptional site offers are Scott McDaniel of the
Susquehannock Wildlife Society and Matt Hafner of the
Harford Bird Club. Join them in the parking lot of the Glen
at 9:00 AM.
Contact Matt Hafner (410-971-3203;
hafner.matt@gmail.com) for further information.
AUGUST 6 (Sat.) - HUMMINGBIRD HAPPY HOUR The
shaded porch, the views of lovely gardens with
attractive plantings, tasty snacks, refreshing
beverages, convivial camaraderie and the
swarms of Ruby-throated Hummingbirds make
this a truly unique and pleasant afternoon. Diane Jones is
our gracious host welcoming us at 5:00 PM. Contact her
(410-404-9180; diane.v.jones@ssa.gov) for details and
directions. Contributions to the snacks and refreshments
welcome but not necessary.

AUGUST 13 (Sat.) - SHOREBIRD SEARCH Dennis Kirkwood
leads the search for shorebirds along the
shores of Harford County. Beginners looking
to improve their identification skills will find
this trip very informative. Experienced
birders will have the opportunity to search
for rarities. All will enjoy this morning trip starting at the
parking lot near the launch ramp of Tydings Park in Havre
de Grace at 7:30 AM. Scopes helpful but not required.
Contact Dennis (410-692-5905; newarkfarms@gmail.com).
SEPTEMBER 5 (Mon.) - MA & PA TRAIL Stroll a portion of
this popular trail, walking from Annie’s Playground towards
Tollgate Road in search of early migrants and local
residents. The diverse habitats along the way promise a
good variety of species. Meet at the parking lot near
Annie’s Playground on Smith Lane off Connolly Road in
Fallston at 7:00 AM. The leader is Susan Hood (410-9377552; susanjhood@comcast.net).
SEPTEMBER 10 (Sat.) - DAY’S COVE Back by popular
demand, this trip to the rarely visited Day’s Cove area
promises to provide an enjoyable outing in beautiful
habitat filled with a variety of birds. Experienced leader
Phil Powers will guide you. Contact him at (410-679-4116;
birdsinmd@verizon.net). Meet at the Joppatowne Plaza
parking lot near the Pizza Hut off Joppa Farm Road at 7:30
AM.
SEPTEMBER 18 (Sun.) - CROMWELL VALLEY PARK Meet at
7:30 AM at the commuter lot on the west side of Rt.152
(Fallston Rd.) just north of Rt.147 (Harford Road). Veterans
Phil Powers (410-679-4116; birdsinmd@verizon.net) and
Dave Larkin (410-569-8319; larkin3001@comcast.net) will
lead you to this Baltimore County birding gem with
beautiful trails and meandering streams.
SEPTEMBER 25 (Sun.) - FALL BIRDS AND BLOOMS AT
LADEW GARDENS Meet at 7:30 AM in the Ladew Topiary
Gardens main parking lot. Rachel Hebert and Sue
Procell are the leaders for this morning stroll
through the gardens to look for fall migrants, while
enjoying the beautiful 22 acres of gardens. Preregistration is preferred for this trip; gates will
close behind us.
Contact Rachel
(hebert.rachel2@gmail.com; 443-299-8384) or Sue
(procellmd@gmail.com; 443-417-4919).
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Field Trip Reports
Susquehanna State Park Wildflower
and Warbler Trips
April 16 and 23

Bradenbaugh Flats
May 30
Fourteen birders, including two fourth-graders, came
out to the Memorial Day bird walk at Hidden Valley and
the World Famous Bradenbaugh Flats. The day began
very overcast but gradually turned to sunshine by the
end of the morning. Birding was slow along
Deer Creek but excellent looks at Scarlet
Tanager and Indigo Bunting gave us a colorful start. Several warbler species were
heard but not seen. On the Flats we had
good looks at Willow Flycatcher, Orchard
Oriole, Grasshopper Sparrow, Yellow Warbler, and
Horned Lark. We hiked to the grove where the Redheaded Woodpecker put in a satisfactory performance.
We ended at Newark Farms and tried to coax the newly
discovered Virginia Rails out into view but had to settle
for an extended vocalization. Our final total of birds
seen and/or heard was 56 for the morning. ~ Dennis
Kirkwood

One walk was added to the original planned to try to
visit the flowers at their peak, and it was gloriously
sunny on the 16th, followed by a steady rain on the
23rd. As dozens gathered at the side
of Deer Creek and the river, we admired Trillium, Dutchman’s Breeches,
and Wood Frog tadpoles, listened to
Prothonotary Warbler and Northern
Parula singing. As we paused on the bridge we spied
Osprey, Great Blue Heron, Double-crested Cormorant,
and Rough Winged Swallows returning to nest. The
Virginia Bluebells were singing their arias among the
Cutleaf Toothwort, Spring Cress, Virginia Spring Beauty,
Jack in the Pulpit, and even early Golden Ragwort and
Golden Alexander. The elusive Sessile Bellwort was also
found among the Wild Ginger, while Yellow-Rumped
Warblers, Yellow Warblers and Northern Waterthrush
were singing in the tops of trees. Rain or shine, all were
Birds and Blooms at Ladew Gardens
glad for a winding walk to find flowers and birds! ~ ColJune 5
leen Webster, with Tom Leckey, Sue Procell, and Eric Under threatening skies, 13 birders and 2 trip leaders
Vangrin
were greeted by Ladew Gardens’ famous Fox, Hounds
Epic Birding Challenge
and Hunters topiary sculptures while embarking on a
hunt of their own for local feathered and leafed species.
May 7
The gray and gloomy weather did not dampen the en- An early sighting of Cedar Waxwings encouraged the
thusiasm or determination of the two teams as they group as they entered the lush secombed the diverse habitats of Susquehanna State Park renity of Ladew’s many diverse
in search of as many birds as possible. Both teams were gardens, spotting dueling Indigo
quite successful seeing 60 or more spe- Buntings, a multitude of Gray Catcies (frustratingly with many more being birds, and a young Brown
heard but not seen). Only 6 species Thrasher gobbling a worm. Emseparated the teams at the end. With- braced by the beauty of the flora
out doubt the most spectacular find was and fauna, the group continued their tour through fields
the rare and beautiful Mississippi Kite. and a wooded nature walk, learning the history of the
Illustrative of the fact that the contest is property, the identity of many of the plantings, and
more about good birding and fun than what’s special about Ladew Gardens today. The trip culcompetition, the leader of one team gave precise direc- minated at the meadows behind the manor house
tions to the other team for locating this not-to-be- where participants enjoyed watching “flowers” take
missed special rarity. Collectively, 76 species were seen flight as a flock of American Goldfinches fed around the
including 9 raptors and 11 warblers. How often do you area. A total of 40 species of birds were seen, and not
get to see that many birds in one morning’s outing? The one raindrop! ~ Rachel Hebert
event was concluded with lively discussion, celebration
and a tasty lunch at the Laurrapin Grille. ~ Tom Gibson
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Harford Youth Birding
About twenty youth birders met at the Abingdon Library in May to learn about bird
songs. After using balloons to model the
syrinx and practicing singing a “dawn chorus” we headed outside just as the rain
stopped. The group spotted 13 species
including two not listed at the library before – Brown Thrasher and Orchard Oriole. ~ Ruth Bergstrom

Congratulations to Nate Connelly from Prospect Mill Elementary School, this year's winner of the youth birder of the year Horizon
award. Mary Murray, Education Coordinator,
presented Nate with a backpack containing
binoculars and a field guide from MOS. ~
Mary Murray
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Support Our Sponsors

Our most loyal sponsors, John and Linda Ireland, the
owners of Wild Bird Marketplace, are going out of business. The new owners of Forest Hill Mini-Storage do not
allow retail businesses to operate out of their facilities,
so Wild Bird Marketplace will cease to exist on June 30.
All feeders, bird houses and everything else except seed
and suet are at least 40% off the regular price thru the
end of June. So, help John and Linda reduce their inventory by going out and buying something. They can also
meet you at your convenience if you give them a call at
410-836-5000.
Bird Facts. There are approximately 10,000 bird species today, more than all mammals and amphibians combined, and
new bird species are discovered almost every year. Some of
these species are brand new discoveries of unique birds in
isolated, poorly explored habitats. Other new species, how-

ever, are former subspecies that are split from a larger species after detailed research determines the birds are actually
a distinct species. Much of that research is through DNA
analysis or other sophisticated means.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Harford Bird Club Summer Social Reservation Form
Please cut and mail the bottom portion of this page to Johanne Henrickson, 2014 Tiffany Terrace,
Forest Hill, MD 21050 by Friday, July 8th, 2016 if you plan on attending.
__________ Number of adults (at $7.00 each)
__________ Number of children 16 and under (at $4.00 each)
Please make checks payable to Harford County MOS.
_____________________________________________________________________
Print your name(s) above as you would like it to appear on your name tag!
Include address and phone number if you would like transportation to the meeting.
TEL: _______________________
Address: ______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
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Harford Bird Club
Summer Social
Friday, July 15th, 2016
Meeting Time: 6:30 PM
Location: Anita C. Leight Estuary Center
700 Otter Point Road, Abingdon, MD 21009
(Reservation Form is on Page 7.)

Visit us on the web:
www.harfordbirdclub.org
If unable to deliver, please return to:
Madeline Lovera
8820 Walther Boulevard
Apt. 3507
Parkville, MD. 21234

Mail To:
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