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President’s Perch

Inside this issue:

Most people consider spring to be the superior migration, and there is certainly a
President’s Perch
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solid case for it. In addition to having the birds be at their most colorful, spring
signifies the end of winter and the beginning of more hospitable temperatures.
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However, consider me a member of Team Fall Migration. In spring, the warblers Bird Droppings
spend most of their time singing at the tip-tops of trees, hidden from view by dense
foliage. Half the time, they’re so still that you can’t even be sure you’re looking in Harford Youth Birding 3
the right place. On top of that, spring migration is so short that if life throws you
one busy period, you might feel like you’ve missed it! Fall’s prolonged peak gives us Harford Birdlife
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much more time to search for and enjoy migrants. From late August to early
October it’s common to see flocks of migrants just about anywhere in the county! Calling All
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The birds also tend to be closer to the ground and foraging in chickadee/titmouse
flocks, which makes them so much easier to see.
Upcoming Field Trips 5
Case in point, take my yard. While I see a nice diversity of birds all year long, fall is
far and away my birdiest season. This May, I saw seven species of migrant warblers
Raffle Sponsors
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on eight different days and only had two days with more than one species.
Compare that to last September when I saw 12 species of warblers on 10 different
Picnic Reservation
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days, with most days producing more than four species. I saw Black-throated Green
Form
Warbler every day I birded my yard and had 3 individuals on four different days! Of
course, this is all anecdotal and maybe I picked the wrong days to go birding this Picnic Announcement 8
spring, but to me this is typical. I find many more migrants in fall than spring and
that makes me love it more.
To me, fall also has better shorebirds, more sparrows, and widespread raptor
migration. Shorebirds started coming through in early July with Spotted and
Plan Ahead!
Solitary Sandpipers and will continue into November. The number of sparrows in  Annual
Club
Picnic,
October can be tremendous at places like Swan Harbor and Perryman Park. Check
August 30
your favorite weedy fields! And look up to the sky on any days with NW winds - you
 MOS Board Meeting
might catch a kettle of Broad-winged Hawks moving in mid-September or several
hosted by Kent Chapter,
high-flying accipiters.
September 13
So get out there and enjoy fall migration! Go on a field trip! Tell us what you're
 Fall
Bird
Count,
seeing! Some of my favorite fall birding spots are Swan Harbor Farm Park, Eden Mill
September 20
Nature Center, Harford Glen, and my backyard. Please share your favorites with us!
 Nov 7– November Dinner
~ Matt Hafner
Meeting at Churchville
Presbyterian Church

Visit the Harford Bird Club web site at www.harfordbirdclub.org

Harford Bird Club Annual Fall Picnic

Bird Droppings

Welcome autumn at the Club’s
Annual Fall Picnic on August
30. For the fifth year in a row,
the picnic will be held at the
Eden Mill Nature Center. We
will provide roast beef, corn
on the cob, baked beans, crab
soup and watermelon. We
would appreciate if you would
bring a side dish or desert to add some variety to our
menu. We also ask that you bring a beverage of your
choice. The cost is $10.00 for adults and $5.00 for children 16 or under.
The address is 1617 Eden Mill Road, Pylesville, MD 21132 for
those who want to use Google Maps or a GPS to find the
best way from their home.
The Reservation Form is on Page 7.

Club News?
Have news the club should know about? Births, deaths,
marriages, or any other notable events that belong in
the newsletter? Please contact Corresponding Secretary
Madeline Lovera at 410-879-6098 or email to lovebluebird206@gmail.com.
Former club member Dr. Norman Friedman passed away
on June 17th. He was a retired chemistry professor at
Harford Community College
Our sympathy goes out to Joanne Henrickson on the
death of her mother on June 9th.
Our sympathy goes out to Laurie Gray on the death of
her mother
Congratulations to Jean and Dennis Kirkwood on the
birth of their first grandchild, Robert Henry Yeung, who
arrived June 22nd.
Congratulations go out to Volney Ford who observed his
700th ABA life bird, an Antillean Nighthawk, at Marathon
Key Airport, Florida, on July 18, at 8:05 PM, at the exact
time our HBC Wine and Cheese Social was under way.
This was quite a coincidence, and the sighting was
phoned in to Dennis Kirkwood attending the event! The
airport facilities manager drove him out to the active
runway to see mom on the nest at ten feet.

Welcome!
A warm Harford Bird Club welcome goes out to the following new member. Thank you for joining... we look
forward to seeing you out there on our birding trips and
at our meetings!
BARBARA J. SAFFIR of McCLEAN, VA
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It's Time to Pay Your Dues

Harford Youth Activities

Dues are now due for the club year from September 1,
2014, to August 31, 2015. The membership form is included on page 6 or you can print it from the web site at
http://www.harfordbirdclub.org/pdfs/HARFORD%20CO
UNTY%20BIRD%20CLUB.pdf. Please fill out the form, enclose your check made payable to HARFORD MOS and
mail it to our Treasurer, Marjie Heagy. We would like to
have all dues paid by November 1. You may pick up your
membership card at the November meeting or they will
be mailed to you. *Please do not send dues with the
picnic reservation form.* Thank You.

By Ruth Bergstrom
The Youth Birder's Bluebird Brigade is winding down a
bit for the season. The three boxes with 2nd broods of
Eastern Bluebirds have fledged, and one box has new
House Wren hatchlings. It has been a fun adventure with
a few disappointments from losses from snakes or competition from other birds. Thankfully House Sparrows
were not a problem. The remaining weeks we'll be relocating boxes for better success next year. Donations of
baffles that fit 1" pipes are gladly accepted! This is a picture of Nick, the HBC Youth Birder of the Year in 2013,
inspecting box number 7 which is filled with a second
brood of bluebirds.

Vacation Reports
If you traveled over the summer and had any good birding
experiences, please write a
concise report of a couple of
paragraphs for inclusion in
the next newsletter. Please
send them to Matt Hafner at
hafner.matt@gmail.com
or
Les Eastman at les@harfordbirdclub.org.
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Harford Birdlife
by Monroe Harden
Ah, summer birding… excitement over finding something so rare that it isn’t even in the field
guides, only to learn it is a newly fledged Bluebird. Even in the slow times, we can learn
from the birds that are out there. This report covers Harford County bird sightings from
June 1st through July 31st, 2014.
Geese, Ducks
MA found a Snow Goose in a pond near Rt
136 and 12 Stones Rd on June 18th. It was
seen there throughout the reporting period.
MJ saw a female Canvasback, a male
Greater Scaup, and a male Lesser Scaup
near Tydings Marina in Havre de Grace on
July 13th. These birds were seen and
photographed during the rest of the month.
Anhinga, Herons
KG saw a high-flying Anhinga over
Jarrettsville on June 1st. MJ had an
immature Little Blue Heron at
Harford Glen on July 21st. DL had
one or more Green Herons at
Lakeside Business Park during his
visits on June 29th and July 27th.

Hawks, Terns, Cuckoos
PV saw a Red-shouldered Hawk with a stick at Swan
Harbor on July 26th. She noted that this appeared to
be late for mating or nest building purposes. DL saw 3
Least Terns at Lakeside on June 8th. He saw 2 there on
June 9th and June 29th. MH saw a Black-billed Cuckoo
at his home in Forest Hill on July 25th. DL had a
Yellow-billed Cuckoo at Lakeside on June 29th.
Sparrows, Bobolinks, Blackbirds
PV noted that the Grasshopper Sparrows were singing
at Swan Harbor on July 26th. She also saw a Redwinged Blackbird chasing a fox. MH saw 4 Bobolinks
flying over his Forest Hill home on June 28th.
Contributors
DL- Dave Larkin, KG- Kevin Graff, MA- Matt Addicks,
MH- Matt Hafner, MJ- Mark Johnson (Aberdeen), PVPat Valdata

Calling All Photographers
Do you like to take photos of the birds that you see in Harford County? Would you like to show off your work?
Submit your photos to Webmaster Dick Harple (gharple@comcast.net) for inclusion in the brand new "Birds of
Harford County Online Photo Gallery". Accepted photos will be linked from the associated species name from the
online checklist (http://www.harfordbirdclub.org/HarfordChecklist.pdf). Every photo submitted should include the
following information:
a. Species name
b. Date photo taken
c. Location (Harford County only, please)
d. Photographer name
e. Any other pertinent information (e.g., age/sex of bird, unusual behavior). Please limit to 250 characters.
A limited number of photos per species will be posted, however, check the gallery often as photos may be replaced
over time. Photos selected for the online gallery are the sole decision of the Webmaster.
This is a work in progress with a goal to have photos of every bird ever recorded in the county posted on the site.
If you see something missing, try for a photo!"
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Harford Bird Club Field Trips
Field trip schedule compiled by Tom Gibson and Lynn Davis

October 18 (Sat.) – Havre de Grace kayaking for birds. We
will launch kayaks from Tydings Park to maneuver for better
views of waterfowl, shorebirds, and other birds along this
shoreline of the upper bay. Meet leaders Sue Procell and
Colleen Webster there at 8:30 AM. Reservations required.
Contact Colleen (cwebster@harford.edu or 410-459-4577)
for information about kayak rental, reservations, or other
details.
October 19 (Sun.) - Cromwell Valley Park. Expect surprises
during late fall migration at this beautiful Baltimore County
park. Meet at 7:00 AM at the Park and Ride on Fallston Rd. (
Rt.152) just north of Harford Road (Rt. 147). The co-leaders
are Dave Larkin (410-569-8319; dlarkin@towson.edu ) and
Phil Powers (410-679-4116; birdsinmd@verizon.net ).
October 25 (Sat.) – Turkey Point Owl/Hawk Watch. We
have planned a double raptor treat with this trip. Bird
bander Ken Heselton will meet the group at 5:30 AM at his
motor home that will be parked in the Turkey Point Trail
parking lot of Elk Neck State Park. If he has had a successful
night netting and banding owls he will be able to show us
examples of these always fascinating nocturnal birds. There
are few experiences more memorable in birding than seeing
an owl in hand. For those for whom the owling is a bit too
early, we will regroup at 7:00 AM in the same parking lot and
bird our way along the trail until reaching the lighthouse at
Turkey Point with its spectacular views of the North East
River and the Susquehanna Flats , the Elk River and the
Chesapeake Bay. Looking up, it is also a wonderful place to
see raptors as they work their way south. If you are not
familiar with the route, call for directions. Meet leaders
Mark Magnani (410-838-1778; mwmagnani@gmail.com )
and Josh Emm (410-937-6790, apistopanchax@gmail.com) at
the Turkey Point Lighthouse parking area. Please contact a
leader to let them know if you are attending since they will
be waiting at the trail parking lot at either 5:30 AM (owls) or
7:00 AM (General birding).

September 6 (Sat.) – Ma and Pa Trail. Explore the
southernmost segment of this popular walking trail,
walking from Annie’s Playground towards Tollgate Road
and back. Diverse habitat along the way promises a
variety of birds. Meet at Annie’s Playground on Smith
Lane off Connolly Road in Fallston at 7:00 AM. The
leader
is
Susan
Hood
(410 -877-0574;
susanjhood@comcast.net).
Sept. 20 (Sat)– Fall Count. Contact Rick Cheicante for
details (410-803-2712; rcheicante@cs.com ).
September 20 (Sat.) Harford Glen – 8-9:30AM, Monthly
bird walk for youth and beginners. We’ll take our time
walking along the wetlands, streams, and meadows and
learn the basics of bird identification. Meet at the fish
pond. Binoculars are available to loan. Contact Ruth
Bergstrom (443-752-1967; ruthb22@yahoo.com) with
questions.
Sept. 20 (Sat)- Susquehanna State Park. Visit this
ornithological treasure trove to marvel at the resident
populations embellished by the hit or miss fall migrants.
Leader is Tim Houghton. Meet at 8:00AM at the Rock
Run Mill parking area. The group is limited to the first
15 who contact Tim at thoughton@loyola.edu, or 410510-7504.
Sept. 28 (Sun) – Perryville and Elkton – Meet leaders
Dave Larkin(410-569-8319; dlarkin@towson.edu) and
Phil Powers (410-679-4116; birdsinmd@verizon.net)
at the Park and Ride ( Rt. 155 off of I-95 near Havre de
Grace) at 7:00 AM. Two little known but great birding
parks with diverse habitat will be visited. Expect lots of
waterfowl, raptors and songbirds.
October 4 (Sat.) - Swan Harbor Farm Park. This preserved
area near the upper bay provides prime habitat for
waterfowl, song birds, and marsh and field birds. The field
trip begins at 7:30 AM at the parking lot at the end of the
drive-way. Contact leaders Josh Emm (410-937-6790;
apistopanchax@gmail.com
)
or
Matt
Hafner
(hafner.matt@gmail.com; 410-971-3203) for further
information.
October 11 (Sat.) – Rocks State Park. Spend the morning on
the trails of this Deer Creek woodland to enjoy the mid-fall
avian spectacle. Fall foliage should also add to the
enjoyment of this hike. Gather at the ranger station parking
lot on Rocks Chrome Hill Rd. at 7:30 AM. The leader is Dennis
Kirkwood (410-692-5905; Newarkfarms@gmail.com).

October 31 (Fri.) – Owl Prowl. Join Dave Webb
(porzana@comcast.net, 410-939-3537) in the search for
some nocturnal birds of prey. Contact the leader for
details shortly before the trip.
November 8 (Sat.) – Rocks State Park. Spend the
morning on the trails of beautiful Rocks State Park
looking for late fall/early winter woodland species
Gather at the ranger station parking area on Rocks
Chrome Hill Rd. at 8:00 AM. The leader is Mark
Magnani (410-838-1778; mwmagnani@gmail.com )
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HARFORD BIRD CLUB MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM
It’s time to renew your membership for the 2014-2015 membership year. To renew your Harford Bird Club and
MOS membership, please detach this page and mail completed form along with check to:
Marjorie Heagy
1438 Sharon Acres Road
Forest Hill, MD 21050
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

( ) Individual $33.00
( ) Life (see below)
( ) Junior $10.00

Membership Year - September 1, 2014 - August 31, 2015
( ) Sustaining $63.00
( ) Household $39.00

OR
Memberships for those who are either members of another MOS Chapter or are
MOS Life Members.
( ) Individual $13.00
( ) Household $19.00
Please indicate your MOS membership status:
( ) MOS Life Member (After 9/1/90)
( ) Member of ______________ MOS Chapter
________________ AMOUNT ENCLOSED (Make Checks payable to Harford County MOS)
( ) New Harford Bird Club Membership*
( ) Renewal
Please give names below as they should appear on the membership list.
Married couples should give both names.
Name ________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Street & # _____________________________________________________________________________
City, State _____________________________________________________________________________
Zip Code __________________
Telephone _________________________________________
Email Address __________________________________________________________________________
( ) Check here if this is a new address, phone number or email
( ) Check here if you object to having your name, address, and phone number listed in the state directory.
( ) Check here if you would like to receive your Harford Chapter newsletter by email.
*If a new member, how did you find out about the Harford County Bird Club?
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
An "Individual" membership is anyone 18 or older.
A "Junior" membership is someone younger than 18 whose parents are not members (i.e., not part of a household
membership)
A "Household" membership is all persons residing at the same address. (A student who is away at school and wants
publications mailed to the school address must be in the Individual class.)
Life Membership dues are: State $1000.00 and Chapter $300.00.
New life memberships have the option of paying $11.00* per year chapter dues in lieu of the $300.00 lump sum.
Life memberships effective prior to September 1, 1990, are exempt from any further chapter dues payment.
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Support Our Raffle Sponsors
The following businesses generously donated prizes for
the raffle at the last meeting. Please patronize them
and thank them for their support of the club.

Go Green
If you are receiving a paper copy of this
newsletter, you can help the bird club
save money and paper by getting the
newsletter by email. If you would like to
change your method of receiving this
newsletter, please send an email to Les
Eastman at les@birdtreks.com

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Harford Bird Club Annual Picnic Reservation Form
Please cut and mail the bottom portion of this page to Johanne Henrickson, 2014 Tiffany Terrace,
Forest Hill, MD 21050 by Friday, August 22nd 2014 if you plan on attending.
__________ Number of adults (at $10.00 each)
__________ Number of children 16 and under (at $5.00 each)
Please make checks payable to Harford County MOS.
_____________________________________________________________________
Print your name(s) above as you would like it to appear on your name tag!
Include address and phone number if you would like transportation to the meeting.
TEL: _______________________
Address: ______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
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Harford Bird Club
ANNUAL PICNIC
Featuring the BBQ Prowess of
Tom Congersky and Randy Robertson
Saturday, August 30th, 2014

Social Hour - 1:00 PM

Eating Time - 2:00pm - Please bring a side dish or salad - Bird Walk to Follow!
Location: Eden Mill Nature Center
1617 Eden Mill Road
Pylesville, MD 21132

Visit us on the web:
www.harfordbirdclub.org
If unable to deliver, please return to:
Madeline Lovera
2068 Brandy Drive
Forest Hill, MD 21050

Mail To:
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