
 

  

President’s Perch 
I haven't been out birding as much as I am used to, which is to be 
expected given that by time everyone reads this, Kim and I will be 
caring for an infant!  However, this (new to me) lack of birding time 
has got me thinking about sharing bird sightings and experiences.   

 

I love reading about bird sightings.  I read every email from 
MDBirding and Harford Birds, keep up with national sightings 
through birding.aba.org, and collect and read back issues of 
Maryland Birdlife, North American Birds, Audubon Field Notes, 
etc.  I can't get enough information about what people are seeing 
out in the field.  Lately, as I spend less time in the field, I really enjoy 
sitting down and seeing what is out there.  Sure, I get envious, but it 
really makes me happy to know lots of people are out enjoying 
birds.  I've heard people give a variety of excuses for not reporting 
their bird sightings: they didn't see anything rare, the birds are on 
private/inaccessible property, no time to report...  I am certainly 
guilty of using the last one!  The point is, people enjoy birds in a 
variety of ways and one of the ways I enjoy birds is by reading about 
the experiences of other birders.  I can't be the only one! 

 

So this is a short plea to share your sightings.  Post to a listserv or 
Facebook, enter the sightings in eBird, tell us at the next bird club 
meeting.  We have some ideas that we are working on to make 
sharing online easier for bird club members and I look forward to 
telling everyone about those in the near future.  See you at the 

November Meeting and keep enjoying the birds! ~ Matt Hafner 
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Plan Ahead! 
 Nov 1– November Dinner 

Meeting at Churchville 
Presbyterian Church 

 Dec 15—Elkton CBC 

 Dec 28—Rock Run CBC 

 Jan 10—January Meeting 

 May 23-25—MOS Conference, 
Solomon’s Island 

Volume 27 Number 2 October,  2013 

Visit the Harford Bird Club web site at www.harfordbirdclub.org 

INTERESTING FACT: Most know that the Ostrich is the larg-
est bird on Earth today, but the largest bird ever to live was an 
Ostrich relative called an Elephant Bird.  It stood over 10 feet 
tall and weighed in at more than 1000 pounds!  The Elephant 
Bird of course could not fly; it is thought that largest ever bird 
that could fly however was an extinct Argentinian condor-like 
bird that boasted a wingspan of up to 28 feet.  Many small 
planes today have a smaller wingspan! 
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BIRD(FOOD) IS THE WORD 
FROM THE WASATCH AUDUBON SOCIETY 

Below are hidden more than 35 names of things birds would 
eat!  Can you find them?  Words can be forwards, backwards, 
up, down, or diagonal!  When done, the un-circled letters will 
spell yet one additional bird food.  Good luck! 

Club News? 
Have news the club should know about? Births, deaths, 
marriages, or any other notable events that belong in 
the newsletter? Please contact Corresponding Secretary 
Madeline Lovera at 410-879-6098 or email to 
mlovera30@aol.com. 

Stork Alert! 
President Matt and First Lady Kim Haffner have brought 
a new birder into the world; Alexander Fox Hafner was 
born at 10:55pm on Monday, October 7th weighing in at  
5lbs 14oz.  Congratulations Kim and Matt! 

 
 

 

 

Many birders know the (certainly baseless) ‘urban 
legend’ about NASA bringing birds into space only to find 
that avifauna requires gravity to drink.  But there is one 
group of birds that in fact could be brought into space.  
What are they?  Answer elsewhere in this issue. 

July Meeting Trivia Question 
What common Harford County bird has never been seen outside the 48 states?  
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Harford Birdlife 
by Monroe Harden 

Herons, Sandpipers, Owls, Nighthawks, 

Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers 

 

TC found an immature Yellow-crowned Night-

Heron in the large pool at Lakeside Business 

Park on Sep 2nd.  A number of others saw it 

and a Black-crowned Night-Heron there on the 

following days.  MA counted 18 Great Egrets 

and a Snowy Egret on the Susquehanna Flats on Aug 25th.  

He also saw a Semipalmated Plover, a Lesser Yellowlegs, 

numerous Semipalmated and Least Sandpipers, a Pectoral 

Sandpiper, and a Short-billed Dowitcher.  MJ2 found a Silt 

Sandpiper at Perryman Park on Sep 25th.   

 

DB heard an Eastern Screech Owl calling near her Street 

home on Aug 21st.  After that date, several Great Horned 

Owls called regularly into October.  MA reported 4 

Common Nighthawks over the Susquehanna Flats on Aug 

25th.  JH saw 4 flying low near the rooftops in her Street 

neighborhood on Oct 1st.   

 

MW saw two Hummingbirds, presumably Ruby-throated, 

at her feeder in Webster Village on Oct 11th.  DK saw 3 

adult Red-headed   Woodpeckers on his farm in northern 

Harford County on Sep 9th.   

 

Vireos, Swallows, Thrushes 

 

JE saw a Philadelphia Vireo at Swan 

Harbor on Sep 14th.  He found another one 

at Harford Glen the next day.  MJ1 had yet 

another at Eden Mill on Sep 20th.  EP, TB, and BH saw 

White-eyed, Yellow-throated, Red-eyed, and Blue-headed 

Vireos at Susquehanna State Park on Sep 1st.  TH noted an 

estimated 800 Purple Martins and over 100 Tree Swallows 

in a massive gathering at Swan Harbor on Aug 28th.   

 

MH heard 3 Veery and a few Swainson’s Thrush calls 

over his Forest Hill home during the night of Sep 6th.  He 

heard several more at the Bel Air parking garage the next 

night along with a few Swainson’s and Wood Thrushes.  

On Sep 15th, MH and JE heard many more Veery and 

Swainsons’s Thrush calls along with several Gray-cheeked 

and Bicknell’s Thrush calls from the same place.  PP saw a 

Gray-cheeked Thrush at Harford Glen on Sep 24th.   

Wood Warblers 

 

TH saw 2 Blue-winged and individual Nashville, Northern 

Parula, Magnolia, Cerulean, Kentucky, and Wilson’s 

Warblers at Swan Harbor on Aug 30th.  MJ1 saw 2 

Nashville Warblers during a banding session at Eden Mill 

on Sep 20th.  He also saw a Cape May Warbler there that 

day.  DL saw a Yellow Warbler at Lakeside on Aug 11th.  

TC reported a Blackburnian Warbler at Susquehanna State 

Park on Sep 2nd.  MH had 2 at his Forest Hill home on Sep 

7th.  TC saw single Prothonotary, Worm-eating, and 

Kentucky Warblers at Susquehanna State Park on Aug 

29th.  EP, TB, and BH saw a Cerulean, a 

Worm-eating, and a Kentucky Warbler 

there on Sep 1st.  PP had a Connecticut 

Warbler at Harford Glen on Oct 1st.  He 

also saw a Yellow-breasted Chat there 

on Oct 8th.   

 

Tanagers, Sparrows, Grosbeaks 

 

SH saw 2 Scarlet Tanagers on her deck in Fallston on Sep 

24th.  TH found a Nelson’s Sparrow at Swan Harbor on 

Oct 4th.  DK reported a Lincoln’s Sparrow on his farm on 

Sep 22nd.  This was the first one he has seen 

on the property.  PP had one at the Harford 

Glen banding site on Sep 24th.  JE saw the 

first White-throated Sparrows of the season 

on Sep 28th.  MH and JE heard a large 

number of Rose-breasted Grosbeaks along 

with several Dickcissel calls over the Bel Air parking 

garage during the night of Sep 15th.  PP saw a Blue 

Grosbeak at Harford Glen on Oct 3rd.  TD saw 3 Bobolinks 

at Swan Harbor on Aug 10th.  TH counted 30 there on Aug 

28th.   

 

Contributors 

BH- Brett Hartl, DL- Dave Larkin, DK- Dennis Kirkwood, 

EP- Ellen Paul, JE- Josh Emm, JH- Johanne Henrickson, 

KG- Kevin Graff, MA- Matt Anthony, MH- Matt Hafner, 

MJ1- Mark Johnson (not from Aberdeen), MJ2- Mark 

Johnson (Aberdeen), MW- Marsha Webb, PP- Phil 

Powers, SH- Susan Hood, TB- Tim Boucher, TC- Tim 

Carney, TD- Tomas Dahlen, TH- Tim Houghton.  

Fall migration provided a good mix of returning favorites and a few surprises.  This report 
covers the period from August 6th through October 11th, 2013. 
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October 26 (Sat.) – Turkey Point Owl/Hawk Watch We 
have planned a double raptor treat with this trip.  Bird-
bander Ken Heselton will meet the group at 5:00 AM at his 
motor home that will be parked in the Turkey Point Trail 
parking lot of Elk Neck State Park.   If he has had a 
successful night netting and banding owls he will be able 
to show us examples of these always fascinating nocturnal 
birds.  There are few experiences more memorable in 
birding than seeing an owl in hand.  For those for whom 
the owling is a bit too early, we will regroup at 6:30 AM in 
the same parking lot and bird our way along the trail until 
reaching Turkey Point with its spectacular views of the 
North East River and the Susquehanna Flats to the west, 
the Elk River to the east and the Chesapeake Bay to the 
south. Looking up, it is also a wonderful place to see 
raptors as they work their way south. If you are not familiar 
with the route, call for directions. Meet leaders Tom 
Gibson (410-734-4135; gibsonlld@aol.com) and Josh 
Emm (410-937-6790; apistopanchax@gmail.com ) at the 
Turkey Point Light House Trail parking lot at either 5:00 
AM or 6:30 AM.  

 

November 2 (Sat.) – Rocks State Park Spend the 
morning on the trails of this Deer Creek woodland to enjoy 
the late fall avian spectacle. Gather at the ranger station 
parking area on Rocks Chrome Hill Rd. at 8:00 AM.  The 
leader is Mark Magnani (410-838-1778; 
mwmagnani@gmail.com ) 

 

November 9 (Sat.) - Perryman Area Phil Powers (410-
679-4116 or birdsinmd@verizon.net) will lead an 
expedition driving to various locations in the Perryman 
area known to harbor interesting bird life from Horned 
Larks and Pipits to waterfowl and shorebirds.  Depart from 
the Aberdeen WalMart parking lot (Rt. 40) at 7:30 AM. 

 

November 17 (Sun.) 
- Bombay Hook The 
“Hook” is a reliable 
location for finding a 
wealth of shorebird 
activity.  Meet at 7:30 
AM at the 155/I-95 
Park and Ride.  The 
leader is Dave 
Larkin, 410-569-8319 

Email: larkin3001@ 

comcast.net 

 

 

 

November 23 (Sat.) - Sweet Air Section, Gunpowder 
Falls State Park Explore a variety of trails that meander 
among pines, deciduous woods, open fields, and riparian 
habitats.  Meet at 8:30 AM in the Dalton-Brevard Rd. 
parking area west of Routes 165 & 152.  The leader is 
Susan Hood (410-937-7552; Susanjhood@comcast.net).  

  

November 30 (Sat.) Conowingo Eagle Watch Meet at 
8:00 AM at Fisherman’s Park below the dam.  Expect 
more than 100 Bald Eagles and possibly Golden Eagle.  
There will be waterfowl and early winter songbirds. 
Contact leader Dennis Kirkwood (410-692-5905; 
newarkfarms@gmail.com) for more information. 

 

December  8 ( Sun.) Delaware Coast Meet at the 155/I-
95 Park and Ride at 6:30 AM.  This trip will visit several 
hotspots along the Delaware Bay for wintering specialties.  
Contact leader Russ Kovach for further details (443-386-
4787; russell.kovach@gmail.com). 

 

December 14 (Sat.) Rumsey Island/Mouth of the 
Gunpowder Avian activity will be surveyed with an 
emphasis on wintering waterfowl and songbirds at this 
estuarine location. Meet co-leaders Julio Perez and 
Dennis Kirkwood (410-692-5905; 
newarkfarms@gmail.com ) at the Joppatowne Shopping 
Center at 8:00 AM. 

 

December 28 (Sat.) Christmas Bird Count Contact Rick 
Cheicante (410-803-2712; rickcheicante@cs.com).    

 

January 1, 2014 (Wed.) Perryman Area Celebrate the 
new year/ recover from New Year’s Eve by birding the 
always productive Perryman Area with leader Phil Powers 
(410-679-4116; birdsinmd@verizon.net).  Meet at the Wal-
Mart parking lot at 8:30 AM. 

 

January 11 (Sat.) 2014 – Feeder Tour Join our annual 
feeder tour to visit the private homes of a few of our 
members in the Darlington/Conowingo area to survey 
avian visitors to their bird feeders (Plus maybe a black 
bear?).  While the birds enjoy some of their favorite foods, 
tour guests will also have the opportunity to enjoy some 
breakfast goodies.  Reservations required. Contact 
leaders Tom Congersky (410-658-4137; 
jnjtcon@zoominternet.net ) and Diane Jones (410-404-
9180; baltobirder55@me.com) for details and directions. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Field trip schedule compiled by Tom Gibson and Lynn Davis 

Harford Bird Club Field Trips 



 

5 

Harford Glen; August 21 

 

On a warm humid August evening nine of us 
arrived at Harford Glen around 7:30pm. From 
the field above the Education Center we had 
a fine view of the horizon in all directions. Our 
goal was to watch for Common Nighthawks 
migrating. Though we nine showed up the 

Nighthawks were a no show.  The sky was overcast with 
the threat of a storm so that may have been part of the 
problem. We did see numerous Bats hunting insects but 
there was no one in the group with the skill to identify 
them. Despite the no show by the Nighthawks we spent a 
very pleasant evening in the good company of a group of 
enthusiastic birders. ~David Larkin. 

 

Ma & Pa Trail; September 2 

 

Thirteen of us strolled the Fallston section from Annie's 
Playground to the Tollgate Rd. pond and back on a warm, 
quiet, Labor Day, where we tallied 36 species.  The trail 
provided a good variety of birds, but in lower numbers 
than usual.   We only had one warbler, a Common Yel-
lowthroat and one Wood Duck (female), but were glad to 
see two Brown Thrashers, two Eastern Kingbirds and two 
Baltimore Orioles.  A small flock of pale Indigo Buntings 
included at least one juvenile being fed. A Spotted Sand-
piper was feeding on Winter's Run and a Warbling Vireo 
sang its unique song.  High fliers included Double-crested 
Cormorants, Cooper's and Red-Tailed Hawks.  The most 
unusual was a bald Blue Jay. ~Susan Hood 

Swan Harbor; October 5 

 

With temperatures climbing into the 80’s as the morning 
progressed, this visit to Swan Harbor Farm on the first Sat-
urday in October felt more like the first Saturday in Ju-
ly.  Two weeks without rain made the impoundments dry 
and uninviting to waterfowl and shorebirds, so most of the 
waterbirds that we found -- Belted Kingfisher, Greater Yel-
lowlegs, and an early Wilson’s Snipe -- were flyovers.  The 
impoundments were swarming with Swamp Sparrows, a 
few Song Sparrows and our lone rarity of the day, a beauti-
ful Nelson’s Sparrow.  Other species worth noting were sev-
eral Western Palm Warblers (western race), a Northern 
Harrier and a Lesser Yellowlegs.  Our species count of 28 
was very low, but our birders count of 13 was quite good. 
~Dave Webb 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

The Harford Bird Club November Dinner Meeting Reservation Form 

Please cut and mail the bottom portion of this page to Johanne Henrickson, 2014 Tiffany Terrace, 
Forest Hill, MD 21050 by Friday, October 25, 2013 if you plan on attending. 

__________ Number of adults (at $13.00 each) 
__________ Number of children 16 and under (at $5.00 each) 

Please make checks payable to Harford County MOS. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
Print your name(s) above as you would like it to appear on your name tag! 

Include address and phone number if you would like transportation to the meeting. 

TEL: _______________________  Address: ______________________________ 

      ______________________________ 

      ______________________________ 

Field Trip Reports 

TRIVIA ANSWER: Want to take a bird with you into 
space?  If so, you are pretty much limited to members of 
the Columbidae family; the pigeons and doves.  Columbi-
dae use muscles to swallow, making them the only birds 
that can eat or drink in space!  
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Harford Bird Club 
NOVEMBER DINNER MEETING 

PROGRAM: 
If unable to deliver, please return to: 

Madeline Lovera 
2068 Brandy Drive 

Forest Hill, MD 21050 

Visit us on the web: 

www.harfordbirdclub.org 

Mail To: 
What is the Future for Maryland’s Salt Marsh Birds? 

David Curson, Director of Bird Conservation for DC Audubon 

Friday, November 1st, 2013  Dinner - 6:15 PM Meeting - 7:00pm 

 

Location:  

Churchville Presbyterian Church 

2844 Churchville Rd,  

Churchville, MD  

 


